RUSSIA

OF all Prussia's neighbours the Russian Empire is the most dangerous,
both from its power and its geographical position, and those who
rule Prussia after me should cultivate the friendship of those bar-
barians, because they are able to ruin Prussia altogether through the
immense number of their mounted troops, whilst one cannot repay
them for the damage which they may do because of the poverty of
that part of Russia which is nearest to Prussia, and through which
one has to pass in order to get into the Ukraine.

FREDERICK THE GREAT, 1763-1764.
Hlstoire de mon temps.    Bib!. IV, 4.

ONE of the first principles of politics is to endeavour to become an
ally of that one of one's neighbours who may become most dangerous
to one's State. For that reason we have an alliance with Russia,
and thus we have our back secured as long as the alliance lasts.

FREDERICK THE GREAT, Expose du Gouvsrnemsnt
prussien.    Bibl., ibid.

EVER since Europe has known a Russian State, she has observed that
the nature of that nation is essentially rapacious and that there is
nothing else to be expected of her in the future.

The power which unites so compact a mass of barbarian hordes
into one nation is purely military, and has almost no solid base on
which to rest. In such a country, the habitual and rational course
of civilisation is far too slow to enable the government within a com-
paratively short period to give its might a more solid base, better
suited to the well-being of the individuals. Created by the bayonet,
maintained and sustained, enlarged and consolidated by the bayonet,
it is only by the bayonet that she has any future in her hands. If she
deviated in the least from this vital principle she would abdicate.

Conquest is a natural need for Russia, just as the chase of the more
feeble and inoffensive animals is for the wild beast. Sometimes, also,
the wild beast, above all when it is at rest, seems calm and peaceable,
but no naturalist would be deceived as to its true nature; he knows that
its placidity indicates only that it is digesting its morning meal, that
sleep restores its exhausted forces, or else that it is thinking of a fresh
prey and is lying in wait for it.

FRIEDRICH LIST.    1850.    Bibl. VIII, D. 129, Vol. 2,
p. 314.

EVER since, in order to acquire a piece of Swedish Pomerania,
Frederick William I allied himself with the Russian Empire, Russia's
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